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0038 MCC has since devoted unprecedented resources in development assistance to help partner countries, mostly in Africa

Inspired project boosts relations

Tanzania is among the few countries in Africa that qualified for funding under a

grand US initiative to help countries

uplift millions of their people from poverty.

TI'!a Tanzania Compact—Millennium Ghalleng'a Gnrpnratlnn 's largest to date—is
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and raising the

growt
quality of fife in programme areas tlm:ugh targeted infrastructure investments in
transportation, energy and water. The Chief Executive Officer of the Millennium
Challenge Account- Tanzania (MCA-T), Mr Bernard Mchomvu, explains how MCC
started and outlines the progress of projects funded under the initiative:

Value in dollars
of the MCC
Compact signed
by Tanzania and
the United States
in 2008

By Tom Mosoba  that started from indepen-
The Citizen Reporter  dence. Besides, the leadership
demonstrated a commit-
What is MCC and why is it ment to good governance with
important? the desire to end entrenched
MCC was born out of a con- poverty. The MCC included
ference in South icain ia among the first coun-
2002, during which eritical tries that qualified for funding
wuesdlattundemddwelop under the initiative because we
ment in poor and developing met the benchmark. To qualify,
countries were identified MCC  acountryis taken througha
thus came into being as a tool selection process that
the US would use to engage with  focuses on good
countries that fulfill conditions , advances in demo-
seen as vital to securing pros- mucrule agood investment
perity among their populations.  climate and the fight against
MCC has since devoted poverty.
unpreecedented resources in Of MCC's 26 signed com-

development assistance to help
partner countries, mosthyin
Africa, positively transform the
lives of the poor and catalyse
leng-lasting economic progress.
In 2008, Tanzania signed an
MCC Compact worth $698.13
million (nearly Sh1.2 trillion)
There was an additional $9.8
million (Shl5.6bn) to facilitate
setting up of the compact.

pacts, 15 are with African coun-
tries, totaling over $5.8 billion—
about ?GpercemofMCC’s
total compact portfolio. Other
mnnh-msmAﬁmwﬂ:MCC

‘Where are the MCC

‘These projects will reduce
transport costs and travel times,
t‘neilmlte access to social ser-

'l]:epru]actailmlobﬂwt

and expand the power grid.

The project has already availed
100MW of undersea submarine
cable linking the Mainland and
Zanzibar. This means the Isles
will not experience incessant
blackouts that hurt tourism.

as set under MCC. The process
is verified by the MCC board
itself before the official signing.
We were hucky in Tanzania in
that the identification of these
projects was made aluteamer

economie return rate of at least
12 per cent. They were broadly
classed under infrastructure,
energy and water sub-sectors.

Highlight the key MCC proj-
ects and their impact?

projects, some already finished.
Most of those ongoing are also
in the last stages. These projects

President Jakaya lmm:admnmusm;ﬂmw.ﬂushmgnmmcMMIMMMNMEMMMMuWNm PHOTOM FILE

Mr Bernard the CEO "
Ing the interview in his office. Fro10 | venance nesToRy

are in the transport, energy and
water sectors. These are seen
as the areas offering the surest
bet to record a significant leap
menmxmmcpmspentynfﬂle
citizenry.

Infrastructure
Under transport infrastrue-
ture, we are talking of tarmack-

ing nearly 500 kil res of
trunk roads, some opening
the agri ~rich regions
hitherto locked out due to very
poor and impassable roads.

ﬁnwa:;m]hmmbmmem
September. Tackling water
and offering clean

shortages
. water will reduce the high inci-

dence of water-related diseases,

Besides ensuring the pre-
requisite conditions Inquu]l.fy
for MCC Compact, the govern-
‘ment set aside Sh1l1 billion in
the 2012-2013 financial year to
fund.l’he samepmgmmme The

that a.nother 5ho9 billion has

year. This funding is crucial to
plugﬁmncinlgapgmedby
i fluctua

ting
rates and the high fuel costs.
These projects are ours and not
America’s, so it was important
for the state to provide such a
guarantee.

Continued on page 25

=

L



——y-

THE CITIZEN wonday, 1 July 2013

25

Success story: The road to prosperity

Issa Ali has ridden the
bus up and down the road
almost every day for the
past seven years.

The bus—a weathered
green nger coach
emblazoned with hand-
painted Ferrari logos—
starts offeach day in Tanga.
As each passenger prepares
to board, Ali collects the
fare and helps pack their

luggage.
The bus's first stop on its

der
followed by a trip west to
wakxwmbe and then
to Tanga,

Itwasn'talwaysanw
ride to Horohoro from
Tanga.

“For so many years, the
road was so bad,” said Ali,
3. “We frequently broke

new road should do a pow-
er of good for the region’s
farmers. A large share of
the fruit grown near Tan-
ga—mostly pineapples,
passion fruit, oranges, and

sells tea, coffee, ugali, rice,
beans and bread to pedes-
trians and eyelists,
Karata has been running
the restaurant for more
than 10 years. She believes
the improved road means
people will be walking or

For Helman Munyi ,
distance is money. The
15-year-old leaves Tanga
each morning with an ice
chest full of frozen fruit
drinks strapped to his bicy-
cle. He sells all of his stock
and he sends part of his

Wm transported farther, to his who
market through Mom- -T:eappmach:ing:l‘am are smallholder farmers.

hasa port, says T.G. Mas- ga hungry and thirsty—and On a typical day, he will

saba, the acting regional ready to buy a meal from ride about 20 kilometres

supervisor for the Tanzania outside of town and then

Nahonsl!loudsAgency But even if that spike in  begin selling to villagers
And traffic has al never who live off a side road.

grown five-fold along ﬁw

road, from about 200 to
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says. “Horohoro used to i ‘and water

a sleepy border” he adds, et i g S

“It's much, much busier m@“ﬁmww
Along the length of the facing airport runways on

road, beneficiaries from  Mafia lsland, and rehabifitat-

various  backgrounds ﬁmﬁwa&mhm

talk about saving money
because of the project. A
roadside drink stand owner
feels safer and is hopeful
more customers will come.
A teenager can strap an ice
chest to his bike and sell
dessert to remote villages
because he can reach those
villages more easily.

A trucker drives the
length of the road in less
time and with lower main-

costs. A shop own-
er ]S able to save money
on ir

used to take more than an
hour. Now it is less than
30 minutes. There is also
less wear on the truck. “It's

selling drinks, clothing,
food, and medici

The improved road has
been a boon to Moshi, who
sends a truck each week to
Tanga to purchase inven-

. tory.

When the road was little

way that previously was
narrow. A pack of robbers
used to hide in the bush

‘way are among his best cus-
tomers.

“Before, T couldn't ride
very far out of town,” says
Munyi. “Now, I can go up
to 20 kilometres on a single
day I'm selling this far out
new road is

nm'b}randstealfrom&a\r
eﬂ.ErB. pedestri-

Theprnjectwidenaﬂﬂm
road and cl d the veg-

improvements to " the

road, which help to link

the region with the port of
b about 120 kilo-

ing armof the state, I can say for
certain that it has been a rich and

as planned as we still have a year to
go. It is also possible that those that
The

and rural electrification if it is suc-
cessful.

‘What is the significance of Barack
Obama's visit?

‘We warmly welcome President
Barack Obama to Tanzania. His

metres away, were com-
pleted on 30,

mmanﬂusethemgsm
expand his business.
Batuili Karata hopes the
increased traffic will mean
more business. She runs a

along the high-

2012,
The e means that
an asphalt-paved high-

way, just outside of Tanga.
From under a small shelter
with a thatched roof, she

etation nearby, leaving the
robbers with less room to
hide. Karata has not heard
of any crime in the area
since. “They robbed peo-
ple all the time,” she says.
“Now it's more open. There
is more traffic. It is much
harder for them to hide."

here”
Notfar from where Mun-

trip on the old road would
require 20 litres of fuel. He
now needs only seven litres
for the trip. And there is far
less wear and tear on the
vehicle. “I used to have to
send the car to the garage
often—sometimes  even

more brands of soft drinks.
“With more products to
offer, people tend to buy
more things,” he said. “Tt's
helping my busi

A dard haul

con-

of 31 tonnes of salt, shipped
to Tanga fromamine not far
from the ocean. The drive

tinue to grow.”
SOUrce: WWW.mee.gov

mﬂwumnusmuTmmwdhﬂhdlrﬂmanuuu



